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HASHINGTON, D C -- Rep E "Kika" de la Garza announced
today that the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives unanimously adopted a resolution expressing the sense of
the Committee that the President place the Secretary of Agriculture
on the Interagency Oil Policy Committee to insure that American
agriculture is not deprived of adequate petroleum supplies during
this critical period of short supply.
The South Texan said the Committee determined that the
current energy needs of our country together with the inefficient
use of fuel and the inability to transport and refine oil effectively have produced a critical shortage of petroleum and
petroleum products, emphasizing that the capability of America's
farmers and ranchers to produce food and fiber is in large measure
dependent upon their ability to obtain adequate fuel and petroleum
supplies which are required for planting, fertilizing, crop maintenance and harvesting.
The President, in his energy message to the Congress,
designated agricultural petroleum use to be the number one priority
use under his voluntary allocation program; but, the Committee said
spot shortages of gasoline, diesel fuel, and other petroleum products have already begun to appear in many rural areas of our
country, which if allqwed to continue are sure to result in
higher food prices if not actual food shortages.
Rep de la Garza said, "action must be taken no., to
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assure that an adequate supply of fuel is available to the agricultural areas that supply tIE food for our country.

There are

many ways by which we can conserve fuel, but first we must set the
priorities and it is inconceiveable that the Secretary of Agriculture not be a member of the group that will be so important
in making these decisions.1:
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